
Poverty Ends Where 
Resources Begin

Systems of Care in Community Emergent Events and Disasters (SOC)



Poverty: Just How Bad is it?
• In MO, 12.7% or 761,311 people in the population live below 

the poverty level.
• In Jackson County, MO alone, the rate is 13.83%
• In KS, 11.7% or 333,518 people in the population live below the 

poverty level.
• In Wyandotte County, KS alone, the rate is 17.5%

Source: Worldpopulationreview.com



Living Wages



What is A Living Wage?
• The term "living wage" refers to a theoretical income level that allows 

individuals or families to afford adequate shelter, food, and other life 
necessities. The goal of a living wage is to allow employees to earn 
enough income for a satisfactory standard of living and prevent them 
from falling into poverty. Economists suggest that it should be enough 
to ensure that no more than 30% of this income gets spent on 
housing.

https://www.investopedia.com/terms/s/standard-of-living.asp


How Much of A Living Wage is 
Needed-Wyandotte County, KS?

1 ADULT
2 ADULTS

(1 WORKING)
2 ADULTS

(BOTH WORKING)

0 Chil
dren

1 Chil
d

2 Chil
dren

3 Chil
dren

0 Chil
dren

1 Chil
d

2 Chil
dren

3 Chil
dren

0 Chil
dren

1 Chil
d

2 Chil
dren

3 Chil
dren

Living 
Wage

$21.4
3

$34.3
0

$41.9
3

$51.9
1

$29.6
3

$34.5
4

$38.3
7

$44.0
5

$14.8
1

$19.6
3

$23.7
4

$27.7
3

Povert
y 
Wage

$7.52
$10.1
7

$12.8
1

$15.4
6

$10.1
7

$12.8
1

$15.4
6

$18.1
0

$5.08 $6.41 $7.73 $9.05

Minim
um 
Wage

$7.25 $7.25 $7.25 $7.25 $7.25 $7.25 $7.25 $7.25 $7.25 $7.25 $7.25 $7.25



Typical Expenses
1 ADULT

2 ADULTS
(1 WORKING)

2 ADULTS
(BOTH WORKING)

0 Children 1 Child 2 Children 3 Children 0 Children 1 Child 2 Children 3 Children 0 Children 1 Child 2 Children 3 Children

Food $4,040 $5,940 $8,898 $11,838 $7,406 $9,205 $11,841 $14,444 $7,406 $9,205 $11,841 $14,444

Child Care $0 $8,439 $16,284 $20,056 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $8,439 $16,284 $20,056

Medical $3,032 $6,593 $6,674 $6,758 $5,834 $7,661 $7,963 $8,297 $5,834 $7,661 $7,963 $8,297

Housing $11,460 $14,362 $14,362 $18,737 $12,623 $14,362 $14,362 $18,737 $12,623 $14,362 $14,362 $18,737

Transportation $10,213 $11,820 $14,889 $17,132 $11,820 $14,889 $17,132 $19,005 $11,820 $14,889 $17,132 $19,005

Civic $3,126 $5,504 $6,077 $7,791 $5,504 $6,077 $7,791 $8,643 $5,504 $6,077 $7,791 $8,643

Internet & Mobile $1,547 $1,547 $1,547 $1,547 $2,129 $2,129 $2,129 $2,129 $2,129 $2,129 $2,129 $2,129

Other $4,112 $7,900 $8,276 $9,949 $7,900 $8,763 $9,949 $11,037 $7,900 $8,763 $9,949 $11,037

Required annual 
income after taxes

$37,531 $62,105 $77,008 $93,809 $53,215 $63,085 $71,166 $82,292 $53,215 $71,524 $87,451 $102,348

Annual taxes $7,044 $9,243 $10,207 $14,154 $8,405 $8,757 $8,647 $9,323 $8,405 $10,157 $11,310 $13,018

Required annual 
income before taxes

$44,575 $71,348 $87,214 $107,963 $61,620 $71,842 $79,813 $91,615 $61,620 $81,681 $98,761 $115,366
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How Much Do We Really Know?

https://playspent.org/



Volunteer Please!



Reactions???



Help is on the Way!!!



Ray Way Resource Directory
• The first initiative of the SOC.

• Weekly resource directory covering the greater Kansas City 
Metropolitan area.

• 100+ pages, two dozen categories

• Uploaded to the website every Sunday evening (sometimes sooner)

• www.jacksoncountysoc.com 

http://www.jacksoncountysoc.com/




Ray Way: Food Category-Ready 
to Eat Meals



Ready to Eat Meals



Kansas City Street Sheet 
• NOT an SOC initiative.

• From the Kansas City Public Library

• Street Sheets | Kansas City Public Library

• Updated quarterly

https://kclibrary.org/street-sheets
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H.I.N.T.
A new SOC Initiative called the Hand in Need Tree



Hand in Need Tree-How it Works

Categories: Housing, Food, Health, Clothes, Pets, Employment, Utility, Transportation, and Other



Hand in Need Tree-How it Works
• Hand in Need Tree-To Give

• Hand in Need Tree-To Receive

• The same hands (categories) will be on each tree.

• You click the hand or category desired.  This will take you to a 
document that lists what is being sought or donated.

• For example, if you are on the Tree to Give and click “Food”, this is 
where you will find a list of who has food to offer.  

• For example, if you are on the Tree to Receive and click “Food”, this is 
where you will find a list of who needs food.



Hand in Need Tree-How it Works
• More specifically, if you are on the Tree to Receive and click “Food” 

and say, for example, someone is asking for a dozen eggs, and you 
want to fulfill that, you will then be directed on how to do that!

• The idea is to continuously match people in need with people who 
may have that item to give.

• Eliminate waste and more efficiently and effectively get things to 
where they need to be!



I Know This Person Who is 
Needing…



Just for YOU!!!



Just for YOU!!!
• Yoga Patch: Yoga Patch | Kansas City Yoga Studio

   - One week of pre-recorded virtual classes for all providers, FREE OF    

     CHARGE.  The SOC’s way of thanking you for all that you do!  Please 

     reach out to me if you would like a pass!

• Every year-end, the SOC recognizes the fantastic work done by all of 
its members by donating to causes important to you.  This year is no 
exception, and we will have $1500 to distribute! Please reach out to 
me with the information on where you want me to send YOUR 
money!  As always, I will send you the receipt to show the donation.

https://www.yogapatch.com/


Updates and Announcements



Before You Go…
• Any final thoughts, comments?

• The SOC can still provide some assistance for Thanksgiving, please 
reach out if you know of someone in need.

• The SOC can also assist during other holidays such as Christmas and 
more.

• Don’t forget that the SOC continues to have as an initiative, “Helping 
Hands” that can provide some small financial assistance!

• The year-end report will come out in December as will the strategic 
plan for 2026.



Not Just Yet…
• The December SOC meeting is on the 23rd and will be the traditional 

“un-meeting” in that there is no formal agenda or presentations.  
Please join us if you are looking for last minute resources or just need 
support in some way!
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